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Helping cats & dogs live healthier lives. 
Helping pet guardians with everyday savings.

Pawsitively perfect sales rewards offered daily:
mixed bulk & volume discounts available.

NO membership cards required
MEOW... WOOF WOOF... MEOW
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE 

We are so delighted to have connected with Animal Law Lawyer 
Rebeka Breder. We are so grateful for all the legal informa-

tion she has provided. It’s extremely important information that every 
responsible pet guardian needs to be aware of. Know your rights for 
your pets, and be their advocate legally.

We also have in this issue some interesting information about collars. 
Looking from both a training perspective and a Doctor’s perspective,  
it’s again important information and could be life saving. Everyday  
I see dogs being pulled by the neck in one form or another and it can’t 
be good for them. If you know of anyone who is unaware of what they 
are doing, or you see some dog being pulled, choked, or chained around 
the neck, please speak up for them, or pass this issue on to their guard-
ian. We have the key point translated into 3 different languages so there 
can be no more excuses.

We will be attending the 2nd annual Fundraising GALA for the 
Richmond Animal Protection Society, a registered charity, being held 
October 26th, in Richmond BC. With the recent 38 dogs that were 
abandoned at the shelters front door, they really need our help and 
support. If you can attend, I look forward to meeting you. If you can’t 
attend, please still consider donating. You can purchase your tickets or 
make a financial donation by calling the RAPS office at 604-275-2036.  

For the animals,

	 -	Leslie	Kennedy	 			
			 		Publisher

 
“He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog.

 You are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, 
 faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart.

You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion.”

     - Unknown

OUR MISSION:
To save innocent companion  

animals from any type of harm.
BC

F r O M  t H e  P U b L I S H e r
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Valerie Barry, KPA-CTP 
In Partnership With Dogs   
www.ipwd.ca

Valerie has been working with pet owners and their dogs for over  
11 years. Together with her business partner, Lisa, the concept of “working  

in partnership with dogs” was developed - a different approach to training  

and interacting with dogs based on respect and cooperation. 

CO N t r I b U tO r S

Rebeka Breder holds a L.L.B (law) from UBC and a B.A. (Joint Honours) from 
McGill University.  

Rebeka is a corporate commercial and animal law litigation lawyer at Boughton 
Law Corporation in Vancouver, B.C. She is the first lawyer in private practice 
in Canada who maintains a significant amount of her practice in Animal Law. 
She founded the first Canadian Bar Association Animal Law section in Canada 
and remains its Chair. She is also on the Board of Directors of the Vancouver 
Humane Society. Ms. Breder advises clients on a wide range of animal issues 

including “dangerous” dog defence, strata issues involving companion animals, 
animal ownership/guardianship, veterinary malpractice claims, general wildlife 

issues and custody of companion animals. Rebeka only takes cases that promote 
the general welfare and rights of animals.

Dr. Peter Dobias DVM, has a background in both holistic and conventional  
veterinary medicine, animal homeopathy, natural nutrition and more than 20 
years of practical and teaching experience. Founder and CEO of Dr. Dobias 
Healing Solutions. Connect with him on his website www.peterdobias.com 
and read his educational blogs on Facebook.

Lisa Kerley, BSc, KPA-CTP 
Since founding Dog Days Daycare 
& Training Center in 1999, Lisa has 
worked with hundreds of dogs 
and their families to develop positive, healthy relationships. She provides a 
unique, holistic approach to care and training using progressive, dog-friendly 
methods. Programs and classes include early learning and socialization for 
puppies, canine good manners and skills for everyday life, along with special-

ized programs for confidence-building, social skills, and impulse control.

Lisa travels extensively, attending workshops and conferences across North 
America to stay abreast of the latest studies and developments in training and 

animal behavioural science. She lives in North Vancouver, BC, Canada with Siren, 
Amelia, Copernicus, Bandolero, and one very patient biped.

www.dogdaysdaycare.com           www.facebook.com/dogdaysnorthvan
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Animal Law 
  Introduction

By Rebeka Breder
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Animal Law is a new area of legal practice in 
Canada. It is similar to where Environmental 
Law was about 20 to 25 years ago. While there 

have always been some forms of environmental disputes, 
the term “Environmental Law” really started to be used 
only at that time. Similarly, wildlife and general animal 
issues have also always existed, but it is only now that we 
are starting to hear about the term “Animal Law”. 

When I was 12 years old, I wanted to be an environmental 
lawyer. This was not for environmental reasons per se, but 
I wanted to be a lawyer to help wildlife and animals. At 
that time, “Animal Law” did not exist (or at least not in 
Canada), but I can now say that I am on my way to fulfill 
my true dreams of being an Animal Law lawyer.

What is Animal Law? It should be clear that Animal 
Law is not animal rights. Animal Law entails both the 
defence of animals and their rights, as well as what ani-
mal rights people would consider the defence or prosecu-
tion of “anti-animal rights” types of matters.

Animal Law is a very broad area of legal practice that 
includes the following: 

 § animal custody disputes;
 § condominium – landlord and strata disputes;
 § wildlife issues, including hunting and culls;
 § municipal issues in relation to the keeping of pets,  

 “nuisance” wildlife
 § discrimination laws;
 § animal cruelty;
 § veterinary malpractice cases;
 § providing for pets in wills, enforceable trusts,  

 agreements, etc;
 § boarding or grooming problems;
 § disputes involving breeders and their customers
 § product liability (ie: pet food)
 § “dangerous dog” applications;
 § cases involving the wrongful death or injury  

 to a companion animal;
 § consumer fraud.
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Veterinary  
Malpractice 

Many companion animal owners wonder  
whether it is possible to sue a veterinarian  

if something goes wrong with the care  
provided to their animal. The following  

article will examine some of the  
main questions that I am often  

asked about veterinarian  
malpractice claims.

By Rebeka Breder
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Outstanding Food

Outstanding Supplements

Outstanding Advice

Outstanding Results

For Your Performance Pet

Expect A Higher 
Standard in

Natural Pet Nutrition

5565 West Blvd. Vancouver
b/w 39th & 40th. Parking at back.

604.266.1125

ADCH ATChC Fynn ot Vitosha
WAO Team Canada Member 2012 & 2013

Photograph courtesy of Bob Everson

WHAT IS A VETERINARY  
MALPRACTICE CLAIM?

Perhaps an easier way of understanding a veterinary malpractice 
claim is by explaining what it is not. When someone sues a veter-
inarian, unless the animal is a farm animal or champion breed, the 
lawsuit is generally not about money. Veterinarians, or insurers who 
act on behalf of them, can not expect to settle a claim by simply 
throwing some money at a plaintiff. 

An increasing number of people consider their pets family. Whether 
this is because of a growing number of  ”empty nesters” or of people 
without children of any age is uncertain. However, what is clear is  
that people unconditionally love their dogs and cats, and will do  
whatever it takes to correct what they see as a wrong done to their 
companion animal.

In actions arising from injury or death of an animal, the types of  
claims asserted against veterinarians are usually in negligence and 
breach of contract. 

Negligence

Just as in a human medical malpractice claim in negligence, a 
plaintiff suing a veterinarian must establish that: (a) the veterinarian, 
through act or omission, failed to give the standard of care that a 
reasonable veterinarian would give in similar circumstances; (b) the 
veterinarian’s breach of the standard of care (or negligence) caused 
the plaintiff ’s/animal’s injuries; and (c) as a result thereof, the  
plaintiff suffered damages.

Breach of contract

In a breach of contract claim against a veterinarian, the contract at 
issue is for the provision of veterinary services. And specifically that 
these services will be performed according to a standard of care that 
is in accordance with the conduct of a prudent and diligent veter-
inarian in similar circumstances. A breach of the standard of care 
is a fundamental breach of the contract. The plaintiff also needs to 
establish that this breach caused the plaintiff ’s loss or damage. The 
ability to prove foreseeability of this damage is especially important 
in a breach of contract claim against a veterinarian.

Other causes of action

Plaintiffs can also sue veterinarians for bailment, conversion, prod-
ucts liability, and for other reasons. Regardless of the cause of action, 
a veterinarian will not be excused from having committed malprac-
tice or a wrong by the fact that she performed the service for free. 
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group	  classes	  for	  dogs	  of	  all	  ages	  
hipPUPS	  Early	  Socialization	  	  	  	  	  babyBRATS	  Adolescent	  Skillbuilding	  

bratsBASICS	  Foundations	  	  	  	  	  bratsBLOCKS	  Single	  Topics	  
bratsPARTNERSHIP	  Obedience	  

	  

	  

	  	  	  

	  

dogdays 
daycare & training center 

 
more than just a daycare… 

 
specialized programs for each stage of your dog’s life 

 
puppy socialization 

 
private behavioural programs 

 
modern vaccine and care protocols 

dogdaysdaycare.com    604 990 3640 
dogdaysdaycare@telus.net 

	  

	  
	  In	  Partnership	  With	  Dogs™	  
	  	  	  Positive	  Reinforcement	  Dog	  Training	  
	  

Training	  is	  something	  to	  do	  with	  your	  dog,	  
	  not	  to	  your	  dog.	  

	  
Behaviour	  Modification	  
Private	  In-‐Home	  Training	  

	  

ipwd.ca	  	  	  	  604	  868	  5145	  	  	  	  info@ipwd.ca	  

	  
	  

DAMAGES

A gross misconception is that companion animals are not 
worth much, if anything, financially.

When people sue, or make a complaint to the profes-
sional regulatory body, against a veterinarian, they are 
often driven by emotions and by a sense of justice. They 
are not seeking simple compensation for the veterinary 
fees they incurred; rather, people are ultimately seeking 
some form of relief for mental distress or loss of compan-
ionship.

The fundamental principle on which damages are 
awarded at common law is that the injured party is to 
be restored to the position—and not just the financial 
position—in which the party would have been had the 
actionable wrong not taken place. Anguish and distress 
have been long recognized in the law of negligence, and 
more recently in breach of contract cases (so long as the 
loss was foreseeable).

The law around “anguish and distress” or “mental 

distress” is important in the context of veterinary 
malpractice lawsuits because this provides an avenue for 
the courts to make damage awards that are significantly 
higher than only the market value of the companion 
animal, which would otherwise be nominal.

Technically, the law considers animals as property. I 
know of no cases in Canada to date, unlike in American 
jurisprudence, in which courts have awarded damages 
for mental distress or for loss of companionship against 
veterinarians. This is likely because (a) these types of 
damages have not been claimed at all, and (b) veterinary 
cases have traditionally not proceeded to the trial stage 
and have often been settled out of court.

However, courts are starting to recognize that compan-
ion animals are not just things, but that they occupy a 
special place somewhere in between a person and a piece 
of personal property. I predict that this important prin-
ciple will change the way veterinary malpractice claims 
are prosecuted and defended.
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Visit us online, send us an email:
www.petsgoraw.ca 
info@petsgoraw.ca

COME TOUR OUR FACILITY!

PETS GO RAW   
“THE HEALTHY 

CHOICE”
Good Variety of  
Protein Sources

Available in Variety  
of sizes and options 

(Full Meals, Veggie & Fruit  
combinations, Ground Meats)

Products are finely ground 
for maximum benefit

We use only “human grade 
- Government Inspected” 

products

Canadian courts (outside of British Columbia) have already made 
awards for loss of animal companionship, including in the fol-
lowing circumstances: loss of dog as a result of another dog attack 
(approximately $25,000), loss of dog as a result of negligent board-
ing (approximately $4,000), anguish and distress over the possible 
amputation of a cat’s tail ($300). Although none of these cases have 
been in the context of veterinary malpractice, they are indicative of 
the way courts are beginning to view the importance of companion 
animals in family homes. Surely, if people are awarded significant 
sums of money for being disappointed in their vacations, and for 
similar intangibles, it is conceivable, and quite likely, that we will 
see significant damage awards for injury to or loss of companion 
animals as a result of veterinary negligence.

WHAT TO EXPECT IF YOU DECIDE  
TO SUE A VETERINARIAN

The Process

In British Columbia, plaintiffs have a choice to sue in either Small 
Claims or Supreme Court. Small Claims actions involve claims 
worth $25,000 or less. 

The Small Claims process is generally more user friendly, faster, and 
less expensive. There are fewer procedural steps required, and the 
rules of evidence are generally more relaxed. Once a claim is filed 
and served, the defendant has 14 days to file a defence. The plaintiff 
(or claimant as it is referred to at that level of court) then has the 
choice of filing a reply to the defence. The case then proceeds to a 
settlement conference or mediation within three or four months. 
If the case is not settled at that point, the matter is referred to trial 
within the next six or more months. There are no examinations 
for discovery or other discovery procedures. There are also rarely 
interim applications made to Court. Overall, it takes about one year, 
or slightly longer, for a Small Claims action to be resolved.

By comparison, a Supreme Court action can take approximately five 
years or longer to be resolved. The Civil Rules of Court set out the 
procedures to follow, and the rules of evidence are far more strict 
than in Small Claims. Once a claim is filed and served, the defend-
ant has 21 days (assuming the veterinarian resides in British Colum-
bia) to file a defence. The plaintiff then has seven days to file a reply 
to the defence. The parties then proceed to exchange documents, 
after which examinations for discovery are held. Discoveries are 
essentially interviews conducted under oath and are used to obtain 
admissions and discredit witnesses at trial. There are usually multiple 
Court applications made during the lawsuit. If the matter is not 
settled, the only resolution to the dispute is trial.
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One of the main advantages of a Small Claims action 
is that it is generally faster and less expensive for both 
parties. The losing party also does not have to pay the 
winning party’s legal costs, although disbursements 
(such as expert reports) may be awarded to the win-
ning party.

The major disadvantage of Small Claims, and the cor-
responding benefit of a Supreme Court action, is that 
the Small Claims Court does not have inherent juris-
diction. This means that the Court is limited in what it 
can award both legally and in dollar amount. 

Intuitively, it seems that veterinarian malpractice suits 
should be brought in Small Claims only as the damage 
awards would likely not exceed $25,000. However, for 
plaintiffs who are pursuing novel claims, such as men-
tal distress for loss of companionship, Small Claims 
Court does not provide the necessary tools for devel-
oping and advancing such issues.

ISSUES THAT ARISE

Public Information

One of the issues that always arises is that once a 
lawsuit is filed (regardless of the level of court), 
all documents that are filed therein are open to 
the public. This can be a very intimidating  
and potentially embarrassing factor 
for both a plaintiff and defendant if 
privacy is a concern.

Experts

Obtaining a credible 
expert report is key to 
both the prosecu-
tion and defence 
of a veterinary 
malpractice 
claim. It is gen-
erally much 
harder for a 
plaintiff to 
obtain one 
in British 
Columbia 
as many 

potential veterinary experts do not want to testify 
against a potential business referral in a province that is 
as small, relatively, as British Columbia.

The purpose of the plaintiff obtaining an expert report 
is to establish, through expert testimony, what is the 
appropriate standard of care and that the defendant’s 
breach of that standard caused the animal’s injury or 
death. The purpose of the defence expert report is to 
refute and poke holes in the plaintiff ’s expert opinion.

Contributory Negligence

Contributory negligence is a defence for a veterinarian. 
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As the facts develop throughout the case, it some-
times becomes evident that the plaintiff contributed 
to the damage or loss of the pet’s injury; usually 
by ignoring the veterinarian’s advice for aftercare. 
Although this may not absolve the veterinarian fully, 
this defence can apportion the amount of damages 
awarded between the plaintiff and defendant.

Informed Consent

Another common issue is that of informed consent. 
Plaintiffs can claim that the veterinarian did not fully 
and properly inform the plaintiff of the various types 
of treatment and care available and/or that the veter-
inarian did not fully or properly inform the plaintiff 
of the associated risks (even if they are remote). As 
a result, the plaintiff ’s consent to the treatment was 
not an “informed consent” and the veterinarian com-
mitted an act (or omission) of negligence.

IS A LAWSUIT WORTH IT?

I am also often asked whether it is worth pursuing 
a veterinary malpractice suit, considering the high 
legal costs and the uncertainty of success and damage 
awards. This is almost impossible for me to answer 
as it really depends on what is driving the plaintiff 
to pursue a claim. Is it only financial compensation, 
or is it for obtaining some kind of justice in memory 
(and honour) of the companion animal? Success is 
never a guarantee, and even if a claim is successful, it 
is too early to tell how much justice (whatever that 
means to you) will be achieved and whether any 
damage awards will be awarded.

We should keep in mind that there are many good 
and well meaning veterinarians out there. Unfortu-
nately, mistakes can happen, but this does not 
necessarily mean that the veterinarian was outright 
negligent. Lawsuits are generally very stressful – not 
to mention expensive – and one must really take an 
honest look at whether this is something they are 
ready to face.

At the end of the day, we all want to do what is best 
for our companion animal. Whether this means 
suing, or trying to somehow make amends with the 
veterinarian will depend on the individual.



“Dangerous” dog laws in B.C.

“Dangerous” Dogs:  
Bones Stacked  
Against Them

By Rebeka Breder
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Picture this: A friendly and playful dog, Cody, 
somehow escapes his backyard when his owner is out, 
and gets into a kerfuffle with another dog.

Apparently, it’s the other dog’s fault, but there are no 
other witnesses other than the other dog’s guardians. 
Animal Control comes to the scene, seizes Cody and 
then phones Cody’s owner to say that Cody has been 
impounded and put on a destruction order. Cody is 
thrown into solitary confinement for months, with very 
little human and dog interaction other than his owner’s 
occasional visits, which are at the mercy of Animal 
Control.

Cody’s owner does everything she can think of to 
convince Animal Control that Cody has never done 
anything like this before. All of the letters of reference 
Cody’s owner sends to Animal Control from friends, 
neighbours and dog owners from off leash parks, all of 
whom attest to Cody’s friendly character, have no effect. 
Instead,

Animal Control pursues the destruction order through 
the City’s legal department. Cody’s owner eventually gets 
her day in court, but at this point, Cody has deteriorated 
so much – both mentally and physically – that the pound 
keepers testify there is no hope of rehabilitating him and 
they have reasonable grounds to believe that Cody will 
do this again. A destruction order is made, and Cody is 
put to death.

Unfortunately, this type of situation can, and does, 
happen in British Columbia. Here is why. Under the 
Vancouver Charter and the Community Charter, a  
“dangerous” dog is one who 

A. has killed or seriously injured a person,

B.  has killed or seriously injured a domestic animal, 
while in a public space or while on private property, 
other than property owned or occupied by the  
person responsible for the dog, or

C.  an animal control officer has reasonable grounds to 
believe is likely to kill or seriously injure a person.

The courts have interpreted “seriously” broadly to include 
any puncture in the skin, regardless of the long-term 
effects of the alleged injury. “Reasonable grounds” has 
also been used liberally by courts so that as long as an 
Animal Control Officer testifies that he or she believes 
the dog will do it again, the courts can rely on their state-
ments; while courts consider other evidence, such as a 

Courts have wide  

discretion to decide 

whether a dog fits  

the definition of  

“dangerous.”



16

P
E

T
 C

O
N

N
E

C
T

IO
N

 •
 O

C
T
O

B
E

R
 -

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  
2
0

13
  
 

dog’s past behaviour, and expert animal behaviourist 
testimony, they do not need to do so. Courts have wide 
discretion to decide whether a dog fits the definition of 
“dangerous.” And if the dog falls under (a), (b) or (c), the 
dog is well on its way to death row.

One of the many problems with the “dangerous” dog laws 
in British Columbia is that the process – from impound-
ment to trial – is unreasonably long and does not provide 
the “defendant” dog guardians with a fair chance to save 
their “Cody.”

Even if one is lucky enough to afford the thousands of 
dollars it takes to get legal counsel and expert witnesses, 
or find a lawyer willing to defend the dog at a reduced 
hourly rate, the dog will likely need further expensive 
veterinary care if he is freed from the pound.

The other problem is that the dog can be impounded 
as a “dangerous” dog even if the dog does not physically 
injure someone or another animal. Under our current 
laws, Animal Control only needs to have “reasonable 
grounds” to believe that the dog is dangerous.

This gives far too much discretion to Animal Control 
officers who are often not qualified animal behaviour-
ists to determine whether the dog is truly aggressive or 
dangerous.

One of the first questions a lawyer should ask her client  
is whether the dog was seized from private property. If  
it was, Animal Control must obtain a warrant for doing 
so, yet often enough, Animal Control wrongfully seizes  
a dog without one.

The issue of “dangerous” dogs is hotly debated. Proper 
solutions, however, can be achieved that will balance the 
protection of property rights and animal welfare, and 
ensure public safety.

One of the first questions 

a lawyer should ask her 

client is whether the dog 

was seized from private 

property.

We want your pets 
to be healthy too . . .
At Finlandia, we love our pets almost as much as we 
do our human families, and we know you do too.
That’s why we take pains to thoroughly research the
animal health products we carry. 

Only those of the highest quality and e�  cacy, such 
as Purica® Recovery® SA and 
Ascenta® Canine Omega-3 pass 
muster. As a 
result, we have 
many happy, 
healthy
customers of 
the furry, wiry 
and fuzzy kind. 

www.� nlandiahealth.com
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A Word About 
Collars

By Valerie Barry, KPA-CTP 
In Partnership With Dogs   
www.ipwd.ca

I think that every dog should wear a collar. I have tracked down  
too many stray dogs with and without collars to have any other 
opinion. If they have a collar, they are easier to catch and if they 
have ID tags on that collar, they are easier to return.

In my view, the purpose of a collar is a way to carry easily read 
ID for your dog and a fast and easy way to contain or to quickly 
tether your dog when you need to do so.

19

P
E

T
 C

O
N

N
E

C
T

IO
N

 •
 O

C
T
O

B
E

R
 -

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  
2
0

13
  
  



20

P
E

T
 C

O
N

N
E

C
T

IO
N

 •
 O

C
T
O

B
E

R
 -

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  
2
0

13
  
 

For example:

You might be walking your dog off leash, but see a 
leashed dog approaching. The polite thing to do is to 
hold your dog lightly by his collar until the other dog 
and owner pass by. When we go on driving holidays, 
we occasionally stop at a campground for a quick 
lunch. Tethering our dogs to the picnic table with 
their collars and leashes is a fast way to keep them 
contained and our hands free to eat.

When it comes 
to walking my 
dogs, I rarely 
attach my leash 
to their collars. 
My preference 
is a well-fitted 
body harness 
– ideally one 
that has a fabric 

“sling” along the underside and is long enough for 
their whole body. Dogs can get out of certain types of 
harnesses if they aren’t fitted properly or if they’re too 
short and don’t run further down the length of their 
body. Making sure your dog’s collar fits well is just 
as important. Ensure that your collar isn’t too heavy 
or too light for your dog and that it fits reasonably 
snugly, but not too tight. It’s also important to ensure 
that ID tags are appropriately sized for your dog’s 
neck and not too heavy. If you have a tiny dog and the 

city you live in has large ID tags, consider fastening 
city ID to their harness and getting a smaller, lighter 
ID tag for their daily collar.

Collars should never be used in such a way that there 
is any sustained or sudden pressure on your dog’s 
neck. Typical collars rest on the neck area in the front 
at the trachea and the juncture of neck and spine in 
back. These are fragile areas in dogs and can be eas-
ily damaged. Many dogs sustain serious injuries by 
being yanked or jerked by their neck in the name of 
training. Even a quick lunge at a darting squirrel can 
easily cause damage to your dog’s neck if your leash is 
attached to it.

The type of collar to use on your dog should be given 
a lot of thought. Being an educated dog trainer, I am 
very much against the use of choke, prong and shock 
collars (and any of their counterparts). These collars 
are intended to cause pain and discomfort with the 
use of punitive training methods. I still see an alarm-
ing number of these devices on dogs and I’m com-
pletely baffled why people continue to use them and 
continue to use trainers who recommend them. We 
are so far beyond the old school methods of training 
with the knowledge of dogs and training that we have 
today. Please don’t go down this road – it just isn’t 
necessary and they can be very damaging. 

Many vets, their staff and other dog professionals have 

We have holistic dog food, 
raw food, treats, supplies 
and breed specific giftware!

604-846-DOGS (3647) rainingcatsanddogs01@shaw.ca
110G - 6640 Vedder Road  www.rcad.ca
Chilliwack, British Columbia           Raining cats & dogs

Voted #1 Groomer 
in Chilliwack, 
Courtney Penner
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tales of badly burned neck wounds from shock col-
lars, scars and wounds from prong and pinch collars, 
permanent trachea damage and whiplash from choke 
collars. Please – make another choice!

Collars to Avoid:

Many people don’t 
realize that 
hundreds of 
dogs each year 
are injured 
and even killed 
when playing 
with other dogs. You 
should always monitor 
your dog’s play with other 
dogs for many reasons but particularly 
when they’re wearing any kind of equipment. It’s very 
easy for a dog’s tooth or foot to get caught in another 
dog’s collar or harness and when it does, bad things 

can happen very quickly. Both dogs immediately feel 
trapped or pinned down, perhaps even “under attack” 
and begin to panic and “fight back”. Many dogs have 

been seriously injured or even been 
killed in an attempt to free 

themselves in this situa-
tion when there is no 

human around to 
intervene. Even 
if you’re right 
there, it’s pretty 
difficult to separ-

ate panicking dogs 
who may be attached 

by the mouth and neck.

My favorite collar style is any kind 
that has a breakaway clasp or a plastic fastener that 
you can quickly reach in and snap open. The Break-
away Collar clasp is designed to break open under 
pressure to hopefully prevent this situation from 

MANUFACTURE’S COUPON  Expires November 30, 2013.

 One refund per household

RECEIVE $5.00 REFUND!
Send in any 2 original labels 
from Jake and Daisey’s REAL  
Pet Food and we will mail 
you back $5.00!

As a Thank you for being a loyal Jake and Daisey’s customer, please  
mail in 2 original labels and we will mail you back $5.00!

Mail in to:
Jake and Daisey’s Raw Pet Food

# 203 - 7426 Hedley Avenue
Burnaby, BC

V5E 2P9

Please include your name, address and postal code for your refund.

!
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escalating. Of course it’s important that you have the 
proper size of collar for your dog’s size and weight.

If it’s safe to do so, it’s always a better choice to remove 
equipment before commencing play between 2 dogs 
– but this isn’t always practical. In our group classes, 
we often give our parents some practice time with the 
“leash dance” – learning how to have your dogs play-
ing lightly with another dog while still on leash. It’s 
good for the dogs to learn that the pressure 
from a leash and collar isn’t a rea-
son to immediately become 
alarmed, and parents learn 
how to easily intervene 
when necessary and 
to prevent play from 
escalating.

Another collar that’s 
really popular these days is the 
Martingale Collar. A martingale collar 
is made with two loops. The larger loop is slipped onto 
the dogs neck and a leash is then clipped to the smaller 
loop. When the dog tries to pull, the tension on the 
leash pulls the small loop taut, which makes the large 
loop smaller and tighter on the neck, thus preventing 
escape. The smaller loop is either made of chain or a 
strong fabric. It’s not my favorite collar choice, but it 
does have its good uses. What’s interesting to me is 
that the Martingale is widely thought to be a “train-

ing” collar in that it resembles a choke collar but is a 
“humane choke” (what an oxymoron that is!). People 
seem to think that it is designed to be used as a choke 
collar – think yank and jerk to suppress a behaviour – 
but because you can control where the choke stops, it’s a 
“nicer” collar to use. Of course this is assuming that you 
know how to fit it properly and choose to do so other-
wise, it’s just a choke collar that maybe just looks  
a little nicer!

In fact, the Martingale col-
lar originated as a way to 

contain sighthounds like 
greyhounds who have 
very thick necks and 
very small heads in 
comparison to their 

necks and can easily 
slip out of standard buckle 

collars. Greyhound fanciers 
didn’t want to choke their dogs but they 

also didn’t want to lose their dogs and so this collar 
evolved.

The Martingale is a good choice for any dog who 
has a thick neck or any dog who has become skilled 
in the art of escaping standard equipment. Keep in 
mind, though, that until pressure is applied, the col-
lar is essentially hanging loosely so a clever dog can 
still escape from it once he knows which direction 

My favorite  

collar style is any kind that 

has a breakaway clasp
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to move. However, be aware that when this collar is 
under pressure, there is no way to release it from your 
dog’s neck until the pressure is removed. Like any 
choke collar, it’s a very bad choice to have on your  
dog when he’s playing with another dog.

I’m not quite sure why this collar style seems 
to have suddenly become so popular. 
I see them everywhere in lots of 
different colors and styles. 
I’ve even had people tell 
me that they must use 
the style with chain 
vs. cloth because dogs 
“know” the sound 
of the chain rattling 
means to behave. 
Really?! You actually 
believe that dogs are 
born innately understand-
ing that when a chain rattles a 
correction is forthcoming and to 
stop pulling, jumping, biting, barking, 
lunging or anything else they should “know” is wrong 
to be doing at that moment?  
Where did that myth come from?!

In any event, careful thought should go into any piece 
of equipment you choose to use with your dog. And 
the combination of pieces should get just as much 

consideration. If you really feel the need to use a 
choke or prong collar (and please rethink that!) – do 
NOT then attach that to a flexible leash (and, yes, I’ve 
seen this many times). How horrible is that to have to 
add pressure to get any distance out of your leash but 
also be subject to constant pain caused by the pres-

sure the entire time you are simply out 
on a “pleasure” walk? Or, if you’ve 

chosen to purchase a “no-pull” 
harness style, great, but 

then put some time into 
actually teaching your 
dog not to pull so you 
can the move onto 
a better, long term 
harness solution. And 
don’t attach a “pull 

leash” like a flexi-lead to 
a non-pull harness – that 

just makes no sense at all.

Personally, I’m just a fan of taking 
the time, and using proper, positive 

training techniques, to teach my dogs how to walk 
politely on leash. Then it’s comfortable and fun for 
both me and for my dogs – isn’t that the point of a 
walk after all?! I enjoy “accessorizing” my dogs by buy-
ing fun and colorful collars (with matching leashes!), 
and I enjoy discovering funky new ID tag designs that 
I can add. I like to think they enjoy my choices!

Like any choke  

collar, it’s a very bad 

choice to have on your dog 

when he’s playing with 

another dog.

Full service Dog Daycare – Boarding – Grooming facility.

15 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, BC 
Phone# 604-215-9877

Like us on Facebook          and win a FREE Daycare
www.facebook.com/CanineConciergeVancouver 

Visit our website at www.canineconcierge.ca for complete list of 
services and products or email us at info@canineconcierge.ca

Canine Concierge Horizontal ad 03-13 v2.indd   1 13-03-10   9:01 PM
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Train me!  
Don’t Choke me!

Many vets, their staff and other dog professionals have tales of badly burned neck wounds from shock collars, scars and wounds  
from prong and pinch collars, permanent trachea damage and whiplash from choke collars. Please – make another choice!

*Can be used on certain breeds, (see page 22).

Collars to Avoid!

Shock Collars

X
Prong Collars

X
Choke Chains

X

Rope Choke Collars

X
Martingale* Collars

X
Plusieurs veterinaires ainsi que leur personnel et autres  
professionels pour chiens, constatent des blessures et meme 
des brulures au cou provenant des colliers de choc, ainsi que 
des cicatrices et des blessures provenant des colliers de  
fourche et de pincement produisant des dommages  
permanent de la trachee a cause des mouvements brusques 
de la tete par des colliers d’obstruction.  
SVP. Faites un autre choix

多くの獣医やそのスタッフ及び犬の専門家達は、電気シ
ョックカラーで首に酷い火傷を負った犬、 スパイクチェ
ーン （内側にカギ状突起がついているタイプ） で怪我
をしたり傷跡が残った犬、 またチョークカラーが原因
で頚部及び気管に永久的な損傷を負った犬の話を知っ
ています。 どうか別の方法を選んでください！
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Many vets, their staff and other dog professionals have tales of badly burned neck wounds from shock collars, scars and wounds  
from prong and pinch collars, permanent trachea damage and whiplash from choke collars. Please – make another choice!

Harnesses and Collars to Use!

Well Fitted Harness

3
Sling Harness Front Clip Harness

Breakaway Clasp Velcro Breakaway Clasp

Thank you!  

多くの獣医やそのスタッフ及び犬の専門家達は、電気シ
ョックカラーで首に酷い火傷を負った犬、 スパイクチェ
ーン （内側にカギ状突起がついているタイプ） で怪我
をしたり傷跡が残った犬、 またチョークカラーが原因
で頚部及び気管に永久的な損傷を負った犬の話を知っ
ています。 どうか別の方法を選んでください！

许多兽医和其他狗专业人员见识过电击项圈引

起的严重烧伤，环刺项圈引起的疤痕和伤口，

及窒息项圈引起的气管损伤和挥鞭式颈部创

伤。请另选项圈！

       

3 3

3 3
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Why can collars cause hypothyroidism and other health problems?

Learn about better alternatives.

Before you start reading the following lines, I invite you to do a little test. Open your hands with your 
thumbs touching each other. Place the thumbs at the base of the throat and with the fingers pointing 
back and surrounding the neck. Now, take a deep breath, squeeze and pull back with all your force 
keeping your thumbs connected. This is how many dogs feel when they are on the leash and they are 
pulling. If you are still keen to continue with this experiment, put a choke chain around your neck, 
attach it to a leash and ask a friend to pull and jerk on it periodically. Welcome to the dog world!

Choke, prong  
and shock  

collars can  
irreversibly  

damage  
your dog.

By Dr. Peter Dobias
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No, I will not make you go on with this experiment and 
ask you to test a prong collar or electric shock collar. I 
just want people to be more aware about what an average 
dog needs to deal with.

My plan here is to share with you why 
I believe that collar injuries make dogs 
sick and what the alternatives are

Story

One day, my dog Skai and I were walking in Capilano 
Canyon, our favourite walking area near our home in 
North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The wild 
river has carved the rock into breathtaking scenery with 
moss-covered cliffs, white water rapids and giant old 
growth rainforest firs. Just a few minutes after starting 
our walk, I noticed a man with a young German shep-
herd on a leash. The poor little pup was struggling to say 
hi however his human had a different idea.

He was determined to prevent his dog from coming 
closer to us by yanking and jerking harshly on the leash 
that was attached to a choke chain. With every yank, 
I caught myself closing my eyes, cringing and feeling 
terribly sorry for the poor dog. He was coughing and 
gagging with every jerk and had no idea what was going 
on. Suddenly the voice in my head whispered:

“Peter, you must say something, this poor dog  
is helpless” the voice went on, “maybe the man  
is not even aware of what is going on.

“Excuse me,” I started with hesitation, “You may  
not be aware of this but the choke chain you are  
using can cause a life long injury and damage  
and I thought you may want to know why”.

“Thank you, that would be great, I would  
love that,” the man replied. “I had no idea.”

Here is what our chat was about:

Origin of collars and their effect

No one really knows when the use of collars started. Per-
haps it was the way the cave people restrained their wild 
dogs from running away. However, the first reference 
to dog collars comes from Ancient Egypt. The reason 
why I am so weary of collars is that when dogs pull they 
can cause a lot of damage. The neck and cervical spine 

All Natural, 
Canadian Made 
Health Supplements 
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www.pet-tek.ca
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Immune 
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Food Destination
Vancouver Island's 
kibble free zone!

3202B Happy Valley Road, 
Victoria  (At Sooke Road)

250-391-4475
www.growlies.ca 

We Deliver!

Facebook.com/Growlies  @Growlies

are one of the most important “energy channels” in the 
body. It contains the spinal cord for supply to the whole 
body, is where the front leg nerves originate from and it 
is the energy channel where the nerves controlling the 
internal organ function pass through. The thyroid gland 
that regulates the whole body metabolism is also located 
in the neck.

For years, I have observed the relationships between the 
neck injuries and health of dogs. I have learned that if the 
flow of energy in the neck is interrupted or restricted, a 
whole array of problems may arise including lameness, 
skin issues, allergies, lung and heart problems, digestive 
issues, ear and eye conditions, thyroid gland dysfunc-
tions to name a few. I also suspect that the patients that 
have severe energy flow congestion in the neck area have 
a higher cancer rates.

While the purpose of this article is not to give you long 
description of each condition, I would like to give you a 
few examples to help you understand how important the 

health and alignment of the neck is to the general health 
of your dog.

Hypothyroidism (low thyroid gland 
hormone) may be related to collar 
related injuries.

For the longest time I have been puzzled about the high 
rates of thyroid issues in breeds that frequently pull on 

Choke Chains should never be used on a dog.
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the leash, such as Labrador Retrievers and German Shep-
herds. It seems obvious that the collar actually pushes on 
the throat exactly in the area of the thyroid gland. This 
gland gets severely traumatized whenever a dog pulls 
on the leash, it becomes inflamed and is consequently 
“destroyed” by the body’s own immune system when it 
tries to remove the inflamed thyroid cells.

The destruction of the thyroid cells leads to the deficit 
of thyroid hormone – hypothyroidism and because the 
thyroid gland governs the metabolism of every cell it can 
affect the whole body. The symptoms may be low energy, 
weight gain, skin problems, hair loss and a tendency to 
ear infections and organ failure.

Ear and eye issues are frequently 
related to pulling on the leash.

When dogs pull on the leash, the collar restricts the 
blood and lymphatic flow to and from the head. My 
clients are often perplexed when all the ear and eye  
problems disappear after switching their dog from  
a collar to the right harness.

Excessive paw licking and foreleg 
lameness can also be related to your 
dog’s collar.

Leash pulling impinges the nerves supplying the front 
legs. This can lead to an abnormal sensation in the feet 
and dogs may start licking their feet. These dogs are often 
misdiagnosed as allergic, when all that needs to be done 
is to remove the collar and treat the neck injury.

Neck injuries can cause a variety of 
problems including emotional trauma.

Some dogs suffer severe whiplash like injuries from being 
jerked around. Extension leashes do not help because 
they encourage dogs to pull. They are faced with the 
imminent jerk when they get to the end of the line. They 
also do not understand why they are being “punished” 
which often makes them shut down, disconnect or act 
out their frustration with aggression.

Most people do not know that leashes and collars can be 
at the core of many problems and that just one incident 
of pulling or running fast to the end of the leash can be 
serious. So how can we reduce such risk?

Professional and caring aftercare
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Visit our website @ www.irrawsistiblepetfoods.com for a list of our retail partners. 

ü   100% New Zealand 
 Green Lipped Mussel Powder.

ü   Natural anti-inflammatory.

ü   Pain relief for joint stiffness, 
 arthritis, & degenerative joint disease.

ü   Rich in Omega 3 fatty acids, 
 protein, vitamins and minerals.

 presents:

1 BITE 2 BITE GREEN LIPPED MUSSEL POWDER

A harness – the collar alternative.

Over the years, I have searched for the best way of mak-
ing dogs safe and to prevent neck injuries and tried many 
harness system. So far, the Walk-In-Sync harness front 
clip harness is the best I have found. It fits excellent on 
most dogs and the straps do not fall too low which keeps 
the shoulders nice and free.

Harnesses that have the leash attached at the front of the 
chest are the best solution because they distribute the 
pressure of tugs and jerks throughout the whole body 
and keep the neck and throat free. Many harnesses on the 
market have the leash attached on the back and pulling 
still restricts the front portion of the neck thereby press-
ing on veins, arteries, nerves and energy channels.

When you get your Walk-In-Sync harness, make sure that 
your dog’s harness is the right fit and that you follow the 
maker’s instructions carefully.

Ideal solution

If your dog is adequately trained, give him as much off 
leash time as possible. If you have a “puller” have his 
neck examined by a vet, physio or chiro experienced in 
neck assessment. You may want to get his thyroid level 
measured and the neck and back checked for any signs 
of injuries. Keep in mind that many veterinarians are not 
trained in checking spinal alignment and working with 
the right practitioner is essential.

If you are looking for gentle and effective treatment 
methods, homeopathy, physiotherapy, intramuscular 
needle stimulation, chiropractics, acupuncture and  
massage are the best choices.

Remember that ideal muscle and spinal balance also 
depends on the body receiving essential nutrients.
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Six things you 
should know  
about your 
puppy…  
that no  
one tells  
you.
By Lisa Kerley, BSc, KPA-CTP
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Thanks to modern media, there is fast access to information  
on just about anything related to your puppy and their care.  

Unfortunately, although outdated and erroneous ideas abound,  
some vital facts regarding the development of your puppy  

are not as readily available.

1.  Puppies need to stay with their  
 litter until 8 weeks of age.

Being separated any earlier is 
unacceptable. Absolutely noth-
ing can make up for missing 
the experiences gained by 
remaining with the lit-
ter. This time together 
is precious – even a 
week less can have a 
huge impact on the 
puppy’s develop-
ment. Pups help 
each other learn 
many lessons better 
than we can teach 
them. Your pup being 
denied this opportunity 
will only make things 
harder on everyone. We 
have clear evidence that 
curtailing this period 
can have devastating 
effects on a grown 
dog’s ability to develop 
tolerance, impulse control, bite inhibition, social 
skills and confidence. Remaining with the litter until 
eight weeks maximizes the benefits of this vital time 
while still leaving some valuable imprinting time for 
socializing in their new life. Anyone trying to get rid 
of puppies before 8 weeks of age does not understand 
or care about raising an emotionally healthy puppy. 
Accept no excuses. If the supplier is willing to separ-
ate the pups before 8 weeks you should find your pup 
from another source.

    2.  Puppy biting is normal.

Mouthing and biting is normal for a young pup. 
It’s how they explore and learn about 

their environment and one way of 
interacting with their own kind. 

By using their mouth on their 
siblings, pups learn how 

to use care and inhibit 
their bite. Puppies only 
have until about 51/2 
months of age to learn 
this lesson. Once home, 
most puppies choose 
members in the family 

to interact with like their 
siblings - typically young 

children. Although bother-
some and often frustrat-
ing, they must continue 
practicing how to use their 
mouth appropriately. As 
most of us don’t have daily 
access to other pups, we 
need to take a primary role 
in this part of their educa-

tion. We need to provide useful feedback, by redi-
recting them to appropriate chew items and calmly 
indicating when they have been too rough. Punishing 
biting, or stopping it from happening, can lead to 
serious problems later.

Pups that stay together in the litter get time  
to begin developing essential skills including  

tolerance and bite inhibition.

Many ‘undesirable’  

puppy behaviours can be 

‘fixed’ when you learn to read 

dog body language
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3.  Use only positive training methods.

Has someone told you to:

Hold your pup’s mouth shut  
if they bark or bite?

Rub their nose in it when they  
have an accident inside?

Hold them down if they get  
too excited or pushy?

Grab them by the scruff  
if they growl at you?

These methods often cause very  
serious problems in adults dogs.  
Many ‘undesirable’ puppy behaviours 
can be ‘fixed’ when you learn to read 
dog body language, recognize signs 
of stress, and use management and 
reinforcement effectively. If you  
don’t have these tools or skills at  
your disposal, you should seek the 
assistance of a knowledgeable,  
experienced positive trainer.  
See end of article for resources.

4. Begin socializing your puppy as   
 soon as you get them home.

Decades ago, we were told not to take our young 
pups out until they were 16 weeks of age to reduce 
the risk of disease. We now know that the risk of 
behavioural problems is much higher than the risk  
of disease for pups. Many more dogs are euthanized 
every year because of behavioural issues than  
die of disease. The importance of beginning a puppy’s 
socializing by 9-10 weeks of age has been recog-
nized and accepted in the scientific community and 
amongst informed professionals for decades. We’ve 
been following these protocols for 15 years in our 
puppy classes.

There are critical skills that must 
be learned by 14 -18 weeks 
of age - developing a gentle 
mouth, acquiring good social 
skills and getting used to all 
the different sights, sounds 
and people that are part of the 
world your dog will live in. If you 
begin this work immediately, your puppy 
will learn these things quite quickly. You’ll create a 
more relaxed adolescent who already has some great 
beginning skills. If you don’t spend time on these 
early on, you definitely will be later. After 14 - 18 
weeks of age, learning is much slower. For some dogs, 
other learning will be stalled until these lessons are 
completed.
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  Early socializing doesn’t mean it’s appropriate to 

take your young pup just anywhere or meet any dog, 
however. Your pup should meet dogs that you know 
are healthy and stay away from places where large 
numbers of dogs hang out.

5. Not all socializing  
 is good socializing.

A good socializing plan includes an assortment 
of people, dogs, places, objects and situations. It’s 
important to expose your pup not only to things that 
they will come across in regular day-to-day life, but 
also things that are not part of your present lifestyle. 
Live in a house? Include elevators as part of your 
pup’s socializing in case you move to or need to visit 

an apartment. No kids at the moment? Help prepare 
your dog for grandkids in the future. You get the 
idea… Map out what your life might look like over 
the next 15 years.

Good socializing is not just a matter of checking things 
off a socializing list, though. Yes, variety is import-
ant, but just as important is how the pup is socialized. 
Socialization IS beneficial when the pup is gently 
exposed and allowed to explore at their own pace. It 
is crucial that your pup’s experiences with new things 
are pleasant. Only then can positive associations be 
developed. It is NOT about being bombarded. Feeling 
overwhelmed or uncomfortable will have the opposite 
effect, causing a sensitization to the object or situa-
tion. Remember, the learning and experiences that 



36

P
E

T
 C

O
N

N
E

C
T

IO
N

 •
 O

C
T
O

B
E

R
 -

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  
2
0

13
  
 

Good socialization requires patience  

and care. This puppy is able to check  

out the new object unpressured.  

In this way, new experiences  

will not be intimidating  

and will allow his  

confidence to develop.

Contemplating the tunnel!
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take place during the first 
14-week period of your 
puppy’s life stay with them for 
a lifetime – good or bad. Creating 
good socializing opportunities for your 
pup takes some thought and creativity along with care 
and patience on your part.

6. Don’t Skip Puppy Class

To professionals in the industry, puppy classes are 
simply a “must-do”. Over two decades of studies 
confirm the benefits of attending a well-run class 
early in your puppy’s life with you. Most of the issues 
mentioned above can be addressed or prevented by 
going to a good puppy class.

Still think you don’t need puppy class? Here are 
some of the common excuses I hear for not partici-
pating in a class:

“I don’t need puppy classes because  
I have another dog at home.”
Although another dog in the home can be helpful, 
not all dogs are emotionally and socially capable 
of teaching a puppy about boundaries and polite 
behaviour. Even if they are, your puppy is still only 

potentially socializing with 
one dog. To develop good 

skills young puppies need to 
interact with a variety of dogs in a 

safe and appropriate way – which by the way, 
does NOT include a dog park.

“I don’t need puppy classes because  
I’m doing private training at home.”
Teaching your puppy to sit and down and getting 
help with basic management is important and should 
be included in any good puppy class. The value of 
attending a puppy class is that your puppy will have 
the chance to learn and practice vital social skills as 
well as get exposure to things you may not be able  
to duplicate in your home.

By creating a puppy playgroup, your pup will be able 
to continue lessons started while in the litter. Pups 
playing together practice bite inhibition and learn to 
handle minor squabbles – essential life skills. A good 
puppy class will also introduce all aspects of socializa-
tion, not just with people and dogs. You will be shown 
a variety of ways to safely and effectively introduce 
your pup to what the world has to offer. The critical 
lessons that need to be learned before the imprinting 
phase is over at 14 - 18 weeks, cannot be delayed.

The 

critical lessons that 

need to be learned before 

the imprinting phase is over  

at 14 - 18 weeks, cannot  

be delayed.
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“I don’t need puppy 
classes because my puppy gets 
lots of socializing at the dog park.”
As youngsters, dogs, like humans, need role models 
to teach them good lessons and help them develop 
good skills. The atmosphere of a dog park can present 
social and behavioural risks as well as a health risk. 
Typically, dogs are left to play for too long and 
without proper supervision at dog parks. As a result, 

inexperienced dogs can 
become fearful and reactive as a means 

to protect themselves. More confident pups can learn 
that being rough and ignoring other dogs’ signals is 
OK and bullies get created.

In a good class, the pups will be carefully supervised 
so that all socializing is positive and productive. The 
skilled eyes of a trainer will help you learn to recognize 
key points of body language and healthy interactions.

What 

happens in the first 14 

weeks of a puppy’s life has more influ-

ence on their personality, confidence and ability 

to learn than any other single factor during 

their lifetime.

One, two, three, four

Pet Friendly
and people friendly hotels

VANCOUVER  
BEST WESTERN PLUS Sands by the Sea

PENTICTON
Lakeside Resort Convention Centre & Casino

KELOWNA  
Ramada Hotel & Conference Centre

VERNON
BEST WESTERN PLUS Vernon Lodge 
& Conference Centre

1.800.663.9400 www.rpbhotels.com
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For example:

Do you know how to do a “consent 
check” to ensure all the dogs want  
to continue playing together?

Do you know 3 ways that dogs  
show they don’t want to interact?

Can you recognize more than  
5 body language signals that  
indicate stress?

If you answered ‘no’ to any of these, 
then you would benefit from the advice 
of a skilled positive trainer before being 
ready to supervise your pup’s playtimes 
on your own.

What happens in the first 14 weeks of a puppy’s life has 
more influence on their personality, confidence and 
ability to learn than any other single factor during their 
lifetime. We now recognize that vaccination and social-
ization should happen together and that puppies ideally 
should begin a positive socialization program by 9-10 
weeks of age. A puppy that is able to learn about their 
world and how to behave in it in a positive way stands a 
much better chance of leading a full and happy life with 
their family. So don’t wait – your puppy will thank you 
for it!

Look for our upcoming article:

The good, the bad and the ugly: A socializing 
exposé.

For good reading material on raising puppies:

www.dogwise.com

Here are links to find trainers in your area:

www.petprofessionalguild.com/

www.clickertraining.com/

www.apdt.com/
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The greatest gift in life is to love and be loved.

In Memory

Has your Best Friend recently passed on? 
Send in their photo, name and a few words and we will  

gladly mention them in our In Memory section.
Send to: info@petconnection.ca

Gala 
February 17th 1997 - August 16th 2013

Sadly, but peacefully our sweet, beautiful Gala passed away at 16 1/2 years old.  
Her joie de vivre and her antics will always be missed and remembered.  

May there be many Bosley’s pet stores in doggy heaven where she can go shoplifting. 
Rest in Peace, Goolumps.  
Harlan, Beth, Jake & Claudia
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Sanders  Sisters

Reliable • Compassionate • Responsible

Professional Home & Pet Sitters

Valerie: 604 928-1995

Ellie: 778 838-9092

Your ad could be here!

Deadline for the next issue 
is November 1, 2013

Contact us:  
info@petconnection.ca

FREE SAMPLE of our food! 
Visit our website  

www.amorepetfoods.com

Britton Design Services
Concept/ Design/ Production

We take care of all your print design needs. 
Brochures/Catalogues, Trade Show Displays 
(hardware as well), Ads, Magazines, etc.

Contact us at:  
mbritton@shaw.ca or call: 604 734-7661
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The Pet Connection assumes no responsibility for any information listed for any of these events. While every 
attempt is made to double check information submitted, we are not responsible for any cancelled events, 
rescheduled events, wrong dates or times, location changes, wrong address’s or wrong phone numbers. If you 
have an event you would like to mention, please submit it to, info@petconnection.ca. Due to space limitations 
there is no guarantee that it will be listed.

October

Friday October 4th 

World Animal Day

Saturday October 26th,  

6:00pm 

Paws and Pumpkins  

Halloween Gala 

Fundraiser for the  

Richmond Animal  

Protection Society 

$100.00 ticket. 

Call 604-275-2036  

for more information

November

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

November 22- 24th 

West Coast Christmas Show 

Cost to attend 

Abbotsford Tradex

   To find us on facebook go to:

www.facebook.com/PetConnectionCanada

Ongoing

ONGOING LIVE  
with Dr. Kim Bloomer and Dr. Jeannie Thomason,  
LIVE on the RADIO

Every Wednesday 11:30am PST

www.blogtalkradio.com or www.animaltalknaturally.com  
for previous shows.

Natural Animal Health Coach, Animal Naturopathic  
Consultant and Carnivore Nutrition Consultant  

Are you interested in a career in truly natural animal health care? 
The American Council of Animal Naturopathy is offering the  
above certification courses online, now.

The intent of A.C.A.N. education and certification is to provide  
assurance to the public that those certified by the Board of  
the American Council Animal Naturopathy have successfully  
completed an approved educational program and an evaluation 
process assessing their ability to provide quality care in natural/
holistic animal health coaching and consulting.  
www.animalnaturopathy.org/courses.htm

The perfect Christmas Gift....
Subscribe today and get  
the magazine under the tree!

See subscription section on our  
website www.petconnection.ca
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Photo Contest
WIN FAME!

Your pet can be seen in Pet Connection!

We’d love for your pet to be seen in Pet Connection!  
We use local talent and SUPerStArS from all over the Country.  

Send in your photos today and let your best friend enjoy some FAMe. 

Please send in clear photos to:  info@petconnection.ca

The event was the Schnauzapalooza!
The first all schnauzer AKC event, held in St Louis, Missouri  May 8 – 12, 2013.

With over 500 schnauzers entered, (Giants, standards and miniatures)  
these 3 schnauzers from BC came home with some ribbons! 

 Aila, Musti and Onni



45

P
E

T
 C

O
N

N
E

C
T

IO
N

 •
 O

C
T
O

B
E

R
 -

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

  
2
0

13
  
  

ATTENT ION R EADERS !
If you’ve enjoyed this independent publication, please use the products and services of our fabulous advertisers.   

Without them this magazine would not be possible.

THESE PEOPLE CARE!
Please tell them you saw them here in Pet Connection!

COMING IN December...

•  The quality of meat

Amoré Pet Foods (IFC)
Canine Concierge (page 23)
Dog Days Daycare (page 10)

Dog Smart Training (page 16)
Dr. Dobias - Soul Food (page 13)

Finlandia Natural Pharmacy (page 16)
Growlies For Pets (page 29)

In The Raw (IFC)
In Partnership With Dogs (page 10)
irRAWsistible Pet Foods (page 31)

Jake and Daisey’s Raw Pet Food (page 21)
Korna Natural Pet Supplies (page 7)
Leba Lab Dental Product (page 17)
Laura-Leah Shaw, Realtor (page 28)

Nok Out (page 15)
Nomadic Vet - Dr. Rehanni (page 30)

Omega Alpha (page 47)
Pets Go Raw (page 11)

Pet-Tek (page 28)
Raining Cats & Dogs (page 20)

Recovery SA (OBC)
Richmond Animal Protection Society (page 40)

RPB Hotels & Resorts (page 38)
Sanders Sisters (page 42) 

Simply Natural Raw Pet Food Store (page 9)
Soggy Dog Seat Covers (page 22)

Sparkle Bark (page IFC)
Spot On K9 Treadmill Inc. (page 37)

Until We Meet Again (page 30)
Wags K9 Teeth Cleaning (page 34)

Westcoast Christmas Show (page 39)
Wild at Heart Raw Food for Pets (page 13)
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I love running with you. But dude, I’m 7 now. That’s 49 in your 
years. You’re complaining about getting one year older? I just 
got 7 years older. And aches and pains? Don’t ask. But thank you 
for putting me in recovery. With RecoverySA® by Purica. Because 
you give me some with every meal, I can still chase squirrels. 
Reach that Frisbee. And recover my inner puppy.

Purica Recovery SA® is a unique, plant-sourced joint pain formula for active 
dogs and cats. Featuring our proprietary Nutricol® antioxidant complex, 
hyaluronic acid and much more, it will help your best friend feel super. So 
super they may leap over fences and hydrants in a single bound.  Your best 
friend deserves to be pain free. Pure Recovery. Pure Relief. Pure Wellbeing.

Recovering 
my inner puppy

We love our pets soooo much. They are always there for us, make us feel happy. Why isn't there a pet appreciation day? 
We decided that we should start one - an international holiday where we take a day off work and school, so that we can 
celebrate our pets, do fun stuff with them, give them a massage, maybe bake them a cake? You in? Sign our petition to 
the United Nations… go to PetAppreciationDay.org to learn more.

www.RecoverySA.com


